Editorial
microbial biotechnology, as well as its contribution to solutions to fundamental problems we and planet Earth are facing -the Grand Challenges -is only now beginning to be appreciated.
The Editors and Friends of Microbial Biotechnology consider that this is an opportune moment to strategically analyse the immediate future of the field of microbial biotechnology. Luminaries in the field have therefore been invited to define where, in the context of Grand Challenges, we aspire to be in 2020, to articulate which obstacles lie in the way, and to suggest how these may be circumvented: in other words -to propose a road map for dealing with the obstacles and arriving at the goals set for 2020. These pieces make up this Special Issue entitled Microbial Biotechnology-2020. We believe that this Special Issue will make interesting immediate reading for researchers in the field and serve as a useful guide over the next few years. 
